Talking points on conflict-related issues for the meeting with the US Side
August 2020
Icebreakers
· Express gratitude for US firm support to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia, as well as the non-recognition policy, at both executive and legislative levels.  
Particularly stress:
· US supporting statements and prompt reactions on the recent developments in occupied regions.
· Georgia Support Act that envisages imposing the sanctions on persons responsible for serious human rights abuses in Georgia’s occupied territories.
· US Consolidated Appropriations Act which envisages financial restrictions for the governments who recognise so-called independence of Georgia’s occupied regions.
· US role in the GID, which is crucial to demonstrate to Russia the US commitment towards the peaceful conflict resolution.  
Main Massages on Peaceful conflict resolution
· Share great concern for deteriorating security, humanitarian and human rights situation in Georgia’s occupied regions as a result of Russia’s illegal and provocative steps, including during the Covid-19 pandemic:
· Shooting and wounding of a Georgian citizen and his subsequent illegal detention by the occupation forces on 11 July, 2020;
· Renewed so-called “borderization” process by the FSB troops; 
· Continuation of the closure of the occupation line and denying even medical evacuation from Akhalgori district (resulted already in 15 cases of death since the closure of occupation line in September 2019); 
· Hybrid warfare and disinformation against Georgia, propaganda attacks against the Richard Lugar laboratory, which remains a vital infrastructure in the fight against COVID-19. Even the EUMM became the victim of the Russian disinformation.
· Russia’s intensified propaganda machinery for spreading fabricated myths about the so-called genocide of Ossetians by Georgians in 1920. (*ცნობა: ბოლო დროს რუსებმა განსაკუთრებით გაააქტიურებს ცხინვალის საოკუპაციო რეჟიმი, დააწერინეს მიმართვა საერთაშორისო ორგანიზაციებისა და ცალკეული ქვეყნების მიმართ ე.წ. გენოციდის აღიარების თხოვნით)
· It is evident that all the latest provocations are part of a well-considered pattern that serves for further destabilizing the situation in the country. Express concern that Moscow uses the human rights issues for manipulation and political pressure.
· Highlight the necessity of establishment of international security arrangements and access of human rights monitors, as well as EUMM in the occupied territories. 
· Reiterate Georgia’s commitment to peaceful conflict resolution policy that relies 1) on the tasks of de-occupation of Georgian territories by Russia, on the one hand, and 2) on reconciliation and engagement between the war-torn communities, on the other hand. 

GID and IPRMs
· Reaffirm that GoG attaches high priority to the effective use of the Geneva International Discussions (GID) and IPRMs in order to find solutions to the security and humanitarian problems stemming from the Russian occupation in full respect for the 12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreement.
· Express concern over Russia’s destructive steps in the GID, attempts to extremely politicize the humanitarian issues and hinder the negotiations on the issues mandated by the GID, including (1) the implementation of the Ceasefire Agreement, establishment of ISA, and (2) the return of IDPs.
· Georgia looks forward to conducting the next GID round on 1-2 September.
· Blocking IPRMs due to Russia’s deliberate attempts and blackmailing are particularly alarming in light of increased provocations on the ground. IPRM meetings in Ergneti resumed on July 30 after a year-long suspension. Immediate and unconditional resumption of meeting in Gali and unhindered functioning of these important mechanisms on the basis of ground rules and founding principles is of crucial importance.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Highlight the need for political pressure on Russia from the international society in order to ensure progress in GID, implementation of the 12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreement, which is a cornerstone for the comprehensive conflict resolution and improvement of human rights and humanitarian conditions of conflict-affected people.
REQUESTS:
· Keep the Russia-Georgia conflict and the situation in occupied territories high on the US agenda, as well as on the international arena.
· Raise the issue of Georgia with Russia at the highest level.
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